ESSAYS ON THE GITA

itself to Nature so that the great world-sacrifice, the
Pumsha-Yajna, may be effected, are not a reality and a
falsehood in perpetual struggle nor yet two hostile
realities, one superior, the other inferior, each fatal to
the other; they are the double term of the divine mani-
festation. The Akshara alone is not the whole key of
their fulfilment, not the very highest secret. The
double fulfilment, the reconciliation is to be sought in
the Purushottama represented here by Krishna, at once
supreme Being, Lord of the worlds and Avatar. The
divinised man entering into his divine nature will act
even as he acts; he will not give himself up to inaction.
The Divine is at work in man in the ignorance and at
work in man in the knowledge. To know Him is our
soul's highest welfare and the condition of its perfec-
tion, but to know7 and realise Him as a transcendent
peace and silence is not all; the secret that has to be
learned is at once the secret of the eternal and unborn
Divine and the secret of the divine birth and works,
janma karma ca me di-uycun. The action which pro-
ceeds from that knowledge, will be free from all
bondage; "he who so knoweth Me" says the Teacher,
"is not bound by works." If the escape from the obli-
gation of works and desire and from the wheel oE
rebirth is to be the aim and the ideal, then this know-
ledge is to be taken as the true, the broad way of
escape; for, says the Gita, "he who knows in their right
principles My divine birth and works, comes when he
leaves his body, not to rebirth, but to Me, 0 Arjuna.'^
Through the knowledge and possession of the divine
birth he comes to the unborn and imperishable Divine
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